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Streamline 
Maryland Swimming’s Officials Newsletter  

 

A Note from the Officials Chair: 

Happy 2017 
 

Welcome to a new year and the home stretch of the short course season.  Please take time to double check 
your registration and certification status.  You may use the Deck Pass app on your smartphone to check your 
USA Swimming registration, Athlete Protection Training, and your background check. You will need to sign into 
USA Swimming OTS (Officials Tracking System) to validate your LSC certification status.  We are hearing that 
sometime this year both of these systems will be merged to create a one app reveiw of both your registration 
and certification status.  Please be sure to sign up to volunteer at one of our championship meets at the links 
below, on the Maryland Swimming website, or on the meet notices.  The meet referees greatly appreciate 
advanced notice on the number of officials scheduled to attend!  
  

 
-----​Peter LaGow​, Maryland Swimming Officials Chair 

 
REMINDER: ​ Upcoming Referee Conference Calls are scheduled for the following dates:​ ​1/11/17 
 
 
 

 
Check out the Q&A from Jay Thomas, Olympic Official:  
http://www.usaswimming.org/DesktopDefault.aspx?TabId=2557&Alias=Rainbow&Lang=en 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

http://www.usaswimming.org/DesktopDefault.aspx?TabId=2557&Alias=Rainbow&Lang=en
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Celebrations:  
CONGRATULATIONS to… 

 
New Stroke and Turn 
Satoshi Katsumoto (FSC) 
Anna Hunter (FSC) 
Shan Byrne (EST)  
Melissa Walters (NBAC) 
Mike Klemann (NAAC) 
Zhongjun Luo (CAA) 
Judy Egerton (JCC) 
Roseanne Tvedt (SPY) 
Jeremy Parks (NAAC) 

 New Starter 
Sean Lawlor (ASC)  
Kate Suarez (MAC) 
Dalila Shkolnik (NBAC)  
 
New AO 
Thom Ellenbecker (BAAC) 
Satoshi Katsumoto (FSC) 
 
New Referee 
Howard Marks (ASC) 
David Ose (CAA) 
 

 

Officials in Action: 
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Lots of mentoring of new officials this fall!  Many new faces!  
Keep it up Maryland Officials!  

 
 

 

National meets from December 
 

Send all photographs to Betsy Coe @​ ​01ANDERCOE@GMAIL.COM​ or Linda Sue Lottes @ ​LSMDSWIM@GMAIL.COM  
 

Rules and Regulations:  
When you observe an unusual swim, does it necessarily mean that the swimmer violated a stroke rule 

and should be disqualified?  Before we give you the answer, what’s your view on life?  Do you view your world 
as the glass half empty or half full?  Do you look for possible disqualifications or do you give the benefit of the 
doubt to the swimmer?  Here’s an example for you to ponder:  An 8 year old swimmer is swimming in a 100 
yard butterfly event.  At the second turn, the swimmer does a flip turn and pushes off the wall with their feet. 
The rulebook says, “At each turn the body shall be on the breast.  The touch ​shall ​be made with both hands 
separated and simultaneously, at, above, or below the water surface.  Once a ​touch ​has been made, the 

  
 

mailto:01andercoe@gmail.com
mailto:LSMDSWIM@GMAIL.COM
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swimmer may turn in any manner desired.  The shoulders must be at or past the vertical towards the breast 
when the swimmer leaves the wall (101.3.4).” 

Looking at the rulebook for clarification of a rule is always a good idea.  If you look in the glossary, the 
word ​shall​ means, “mandatory” and the word ​touch​ means, “contact with the end of the course.”  Since the 
swimmer did not touch with both both hands, is the call “no touch?”  But wait, the swimmer touched the wall 
with their feet.  Did the swimmer commit an illegal touch?  When the swimmer was doing a flip turn, the body 
was no longer on the breast.  Is that the call? 

It can be too easy to get hung-up on what to write on the DQ slip.  The swimmer should be disqualified 
for not touching the wall with both hands simultaneously; this is mandatory.  As long as the deck referee can 
clearly explain the violation to the coach, it is not worth getting caught up in the semantics of the call. 
 
Steve Lottes  
Rules & Regs Chair. 
desertexp@juno.com  
 
 

Upcoming meets: 
Click here for the Meet page of Maryland Swimming 
 
Meet Meet Referee Contact/ Link 
Retriever Classic​ (This is an OQM) Linda Sue Lottes Link to officiate 
Cabin Fever Meet Tom Deboissiere deboissiere@verizon.net 
Last Chance Meet Bruce Claus Link to officiate  
Maryland Swimming Open Championships Peter LaGow Link to Officiate 
Maryland Swimming 14 & under Championships Rich McMillen Link to officiate 
NAAC Chidester Memorial Meet Dipper Wettstein Link to officiate  
John C Clegg Memorial Meet Dipper Wettstein Link to officiate  
Eagles Speedo Summer Sizzlier Dipper Wettstein Link to officiate  

 
Training and Certification: 
2017 is a CLINIC year! All officials will be required to attend the 2017 LSC Officials Clinic in September 2017 or another 
approved clinic prior to year end. Plan ahead!  
 
Training videos online!  Click ​HERE   
Upcoming Clinics ​HERE  

  
 

mailto:desertexp@juno.com
http://mdswim.org/meets/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSG60lFWxkT50HY8lUntvqgf6sP3BJU6gSs9xG1OXy-syt3A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXQbk1BF7kX8NGpWqR_2KuKN13v5Qlr9r0UJml_Pdd_PNSVQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://goo.gl/forms/1bQLoL6qVKjfjQmH2
https://goo.gl/forms/ukF6y3zWmXld0oI52
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdx0deYqQVJR1UT-8Z7d1xrhe9o-gKoszw_m4Ij0kdDrby__g/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAXGZ6eu1cV1kCww-DodSqf7d6mFSFlZbCpeOC4oJqNct41g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekpSDKPppRMdjo5VTrho9R-SvDC7Q6sGLKcA-kHzOSoZ6zVw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ajQQQnSKQ0&feature=youtu.be&list=PLJUznzZd1j8Urx4pxOW9gYFCzrWMb0jgx
http://mdswim.org/officials/
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https://nametagcountry.com/
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